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Cry of the Forest

The forcst and her children —images of pain

The story of our Natural heritage,
the forest, is a pain-filled one.
Officially, 18% of the country 1s
public forest land. Bur acrually
only approximately 6% is sad 1o
be covered with forests. However,
if the mangrove forest, unigue for
its size and features, is excluded
only tiny patches of the natural
forests are left today. "Given
current trends, these will all be
gone in 10-15 years”", says a
report!

In the true sense the forest is
mother ro hundreds of species of
trees, fauna, and people who
consider themselves the children
of forest, their traditions,
knowledge and lots more. The
forest grows and sustains itself in
its own way, not by the mercy of
humans. But since colonial times
these features of the forests have
begun to change, With the end of
the colonial rule, the State
apparatus have mken control of
the forests, once commons of the
forest-dwelling people. Not
surprisingly, the supranationals,
thart serve the interests of the
tormer colonial rulers, are very
much behind our state apparatus.

Consequently, the public forests
have become sources of revenue
for outsiders—local and
international. This has led ro
practices of commercial
plantations, which are not forests
at all, although these are often
called "social®, "participatory” or
"community forestry”.

In Bangladesh, the plantation of
exotic or invasive species dates
back to 1873, but these have
rapidly expanded in the recent
times. This has happened in the
backdrop of rapid expansion of
simple and complex plantations
around the world. “The majornity
of the world's plantation forests
have been established in the past
halt-century, and the rare of
plantation afforestation has been
increasing progressively.”

While tree plantation in rural
Bangladesh has yielded much of
the desired results, plantations,
especially with invasive or exotic
species, on public forest land have
caused environmental disasters
and human misery. Plantations of
teak, rubber, eucalyptus, acacia,
pine and other exotics that we see

on public forest land in
Bangladesh are "simple plintation
forestry” which require clear
telling of our native forests.
Giovernments, companies,
pulp/paper industrics,
international financial
institutions, etc. strongly support
and finance these plantations. At
the global and local level "simple
plantation forestry” for a range of
wood products s sad o "retum
“’i'ﬂ‘d ?lt’lk!.‘i many nmes greiater
than most natural forest systems”.
In many countries including
Bangladesh "degraded”,
“denuded”, "encroached” and *less
productive” forest lands are
rargeted for plantations. However,
what is often branded as "less
productive” or "degraded” s
actually native torest thar has
immense soctal, cultural,
rraditional, and environmental
values.

The government has taken
necessary administrative and legal
measures for reorientation of its
future forest management with the
clear objective of promoting
plantation. For example, one of
the many objectives of farest



management as seen in the
"Revised Working Plan for the
Forests of Chirtagong Division
(For the years 1978-79 1o 1987 -
88)" 1s "To re-place the existing
irregular, deplered and less
productive forests by a man-made
plantation forest with more
valuable and productive species
suited to the soil and country's
requirements”. This objecrive has
had devastaring effects for
Bangladesh. In the Chirtagong
Forest Division most of the natural
furests have disappeared. Local
forests have been replaced by the
so-called “planted forests”.

Except for the Sundarbans, in the
southwest of Bangladesh, the
situation in public forest lands in
other parts is almost the same. In
the CHT, Chittagong, Sylher and
sal forest areas a few exotics such
as acacin, eucalyptus, pine and
rubber have replaced the historical
natural forests. The plantation
practices have also provided ample
grounds to the opportunists —
generally nch and influential
people —to take llegal possession
of the public forest land and ~ °
convert the Natural heritage into
pineapple, banana and other crop
plantations.

Plantations of different kinds

have strong research, policy and
legal backing. The government
agencies, government research
institutions and international
interest groups such as the ADB
and the World Bank have widely
circulated their argument thae the
invasive conifers and eucalyprus
are much more productive than
the native species and harmless o

the Ii'hi.'iil environment. Thi:y* I'Ill"t'l.'

also put a legal framewaork in
place. So if a particular type of
plantation turns out to be
mistaken in the long run, the
authorities responsible and rheir
supranational allies are immune
any legal action. This has given
the FID necessary leverage for clear
felling of the natural forests and
establishing plantations in their
place resulting in ecocide and
human misery.

The images in the exhibition,
"Cry of the Forest® tell this story
of drastic depletion of our forest
traditions.

One partcular focus of the
exhibition is the forest people,
especially the indigenous
communities, who have
traditionally sourced the forest for
their livelihood and have lived in
harmony with Nature. But
plantations and legal reforms have

rendered the children of the forest
illegal residents on their
rraditional homeland as well.

The Society for Environment
and Human Development
(SEHD), out of concern for the
current state ol environment, I'I&."-
given Philip Gain an unique
apportunity to study the fate of
our forests. His journey through
the Natural heritage for more than
a decade has made this exhibiion
passible. Although his primary
assignment is intended for the
print media, in the forest, his
camera is always by hus side. He 1s
an odd man in photography, but
his predilection for images and the
issues concerning forests and forest
dependent people have brought
him in close proximity with the
complexities of the forest. The
images in this exhibition are
simple and the obvious focus has
been lad on the people, whao are
wrongly blamed for the
destruction of the forest. Philip
Giain has tried to caprure in
images the silent yet profound
pain of the forest and her

children.
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Fishing in Hill River

a2l in o atter a cats oo o fineer sizx fish in K P River in Ra vyl

District. Unlike the rest of Bangladesh, fish is scanty in the hills of the Chartagong |

ish with bare hands in knee-deep or shallow river b
mall tish ke shelter in the sand under the hor warer Howing above, Lix
le< before, the volume of water in this river used 1o be more ar this sq
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The Last Garjans in Chokoria

The last few Garjan (Dipterocarpus) trees in
Chokaria | '|-.|.'|.|.1 uf Cox's Bazar District
HII*- liw .|| tree of great hrl\._‘]il lEI.lI unee
thiriy ni with other local SPecics In thi
natural forests of ( |HI1‘.I'."I'I1'..,' and the

L ||Lrt.n_:--|:1~_: | l!|| Tracts |1.|nl|~.1;1|*u:1n'J rast
Exonic species such as reak, acacin,
cucalyprus and pine have replaced the local
SPeCies throughout this region. As we lose
runtural forests we also lose our forest
teaditions

Warch 99K




I'he Khyang in A Remote Village
in the CH1
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Khyang Mother and Child

A Khy my mother with her 1_|]L].1 ma
delightful moment. Behind this heavenly
smile she s still i afeartul stare. She and
her community, children of the forest in
the true SeNsC, have ]‘l'L'IL rendered I]|l.'L':.I|
residents in their rraditional homeland,
which now produces pulpwood for the
Karnaphuli Paper Mill (KPM)

_'.ll._' i I.I"III.JII Dfvaird Ry feastha
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Return after First Sowing of the Season

Mru women in Bandarban returm from jum
after the tirst sowing of the season, lum

L Ll cut llht ]'lIHH I .I-.|'n..ll'||. €15 NOwW e |.!'.
for sowing afver the first raine Today Moo
wommen have sown papaya sced. After more
mains they will sow other seeds. Beginning
in January/February activities in jum fields
contmue until November/December with
paddy, cotton, ete. harvested in the end
some indigenous communities such as the
Mru are almose entirely dependent on jum
(swidden agriculture) for their subsistence
However, jum is still o major agricultural
acnviey of I|:|.' |1||E F"r-lF'-lr |||I|I||~_:|1. Wit llu_-
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Nappi/Sidol, an Essential in the Hill Kitchen

Made from raw fish, N PP or Sidol, is an esential curry pasre in th hill woman's kitehes th
L I1:_-.". .-||-_-]|1|| [1|.r~ l\.*|"'|'|I|||~ = i i table dislies tasty Tor the ]|||;[".l'] [, Ir alsa |
protein valoe. Raw fish is blended, sealed i a clay pot and bu ved under the earch for some d )

the prepurnon process. Nappn made from prawn s expensive. Adrer preparation it con b
|
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Where Rice Beer Freely Flows
Svored i hatt a g ool Ihikkhas (pots) i juantifies of L hu (rice beer) i a festival in

i haModhupur, rendy o flow treely n. Locally brewed rice beer is an essential part in any

y Giaro village. particularly ar Wangala (held ar the beginning of the cold season when




The Unigque Sundarbans
*-llafi-'n'-l. st B |'.l-_':; <l
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Forest without Trees

The Chokoria Sundarban, a 21,000 acre mangrove forest in the coastal district of Cox's Bazar, has
lost all but its name. Today shrimp farms replace what used ro be lush green vegetation with diverse
life thar its environment sustained. Prominent supranationals assisting Bangladesh the ADB, World
Bank and UNDP have promoted the 100% export-oriented shrimp cultivation, which is
undoubtedly the single major factor for the destruction of this unique mangrove. These institutions
now play the role of "Pontius Pilate”

March 1998




Concrete Walls 1o l'rnlnt the 1..th| sal [h'f\




Sal Cleared and Burnt for Plantation

I many places i Modhupur the sal coppices hay been cut and bumnt at the nime of establishing
plantation. Many are sho ked ar ol wt of cutting and buming when with a

investment the sal coppices could have | 1 wiell | | and regen POy
naturnl forest. To the PrOject Momeers these ane emudod,; Jegri 1 I |
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Plantation in Dinajpur

The ADB-furided |-| intation ol exotic species in [in pur This is the 'social foresery!' the critics
point their fingers at, and say it 15 not beneficial for the local communities and ecology. This is also
 practice in explicit violation of the Convenrion on Biological Diversity, to which Bangladesh |
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Acacia Mangium Ih';ﬂ.n es Native Sal

Aoeacia Mangium, an v asis pocies tn the tradinonal sal forest P M -.|i".!":| Maost ot the torest
Wil 1 ed with luxurinnt wil noa lew dechd wroy, but 15 now barren or replaced by commercial
||||.'..|| s, Acacia T 1o numDer of exXonic speci 'i.:‘-f.--=-!,:.|-- I the sl forest, which the
ifticinls term "slow growin lepleted rrepular” or "less productive”. However, Acacia
‘\.§|1-,|-||-||.-- 15 0 o uiture 1 !n._lni [lic ] |||'! N | B T eI .'!I. I mil ! i _|. -_i._.. i

strome wind blows




Harvest Time of Plantation

Clear felling is one feature of plantarion at the harvest time as seen in this area of Gazipur distric
Ten years back the plantation of exotic species was established here with the aid of the ADB in

i'-].u ¢ O Ot H.“Hl.li |'I'."I|r-|_',.’_t'. rEu.- '-|I|| forest, Tl'lr ln.._.ll l""'I'lL |"I.i‘n1.' TNy |.~|[u}‘|.|ll1.[- :}"- it '.]!!-
furestry practice of monoculiure and lear felling, At the time of [-|.|r11||:m and harvesting, the area
remains open TOr & Peri u1 of fime, Ic |1 among -rI 1IeT FACEOTS, CALSES seTI0US S '-:] Crhuslon

Fetrriiary 2 AT, GaZIfiNr




Return from the Forest

A group of women return home with their collection, the sal leaves. The moist or deciduous forest also
known as the "forest of fallen leaves™ s special to north-central plams and the freshwater areas in the

s -rl:i||_'.|-1 regioen ol Ill.ll'll_:i.l.il'*-'h "\11 st Ol r|1|.' '-|J|I lorest |.Ilu1 II. 1= |‘I.'L'H -}'. |1F1.|1'-.|. dt",:F wded, encrosg |:|.'.i AL ARY |
rt']']au l.~[ W tfll CUVTITETY |:1] i 1I1-|1|-1 FI.LI ['t.lf” WO O eXOni speCics A\ ll1l-| g -I-. forest luis an impsact on
livelihood —forest prodduces which are essential for the forest-dwelling communities have become scanny

Febrwary 2008 Chanira) Gazipir
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Acacia (hvbrid) How Good is the Tree!

Afrer harvest the tenevear-old Acacta Mangium (hybnd) looks blichred in the center from the
bottom L‘;]||n LI!.‘h Acachn is Pl lauded as o substitute for teak, thas |'|‘-|'1I-.|: LYPpe, now |'1. e | lanir

in abundance on the public forest lind, rises concern




Banana Sprayed with Chemical Pesticide

e concern in rh; R L"{l‘.lll-.hll'_f |".||'|.|11.|
plantations in the Modhupur torest s the
LS O Pesti ides, and the {RNIRD rted (from
India) plant hormone AXIFIX. Farmers
report that they STy hemical Prestid ides
and hormone in their banana plantations
Many times a year 1o protect the fruit from
insect artack. The distriburors of roxic
marerials and hormones rell them that
these are medicines that make bananas big
R.I!i.lr'l.l. which | IS -.IHIL]-. rerurn b
replaced much of the M: dhupur sal forest
in the recent vears

| Wit =l Ceidrady Gogrrny LOGERE o Mo i fra




Exotics Change the Look of Lumber Trade

A new scene indeed! For the last twolthree vears made in e |!'..|T||-. and acacia lumber in

I{ i l Ih TRl i'lt i Oon '!Eu' ]' tfll- i F'I- |[|"-|t il |":I'.1'r !I 1= |||1!"- L || ] ||l. |'|I'!1'|| e COMmes Irom ne -Illu"‘.

[|.||' iioms thut used 1o be sa wally known as Gazuri) forest. The foretin

hanee many lear "1. st hing




' F /7 Environment and
f / / Human Development
I (SEHI hos given lam
an unigue opportuniey
sudy the fate of our forests. His joumey through our

satural hentage 1 i more than lecade has miide this

i ~.!|Ii om |||.|.
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